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August 8, 2022 

 

RE: Letter of Support for Red Cell Antibody Exchange 

 

Dear Haemonetics, 

At Seattle Children’s, we are strongly committed to innovation and patient safety and strive to 

provide children with the healthiest and most fulfilling life possible. We serve as the pediatric 

and adolescent academic medical center for Washington, Alaska, Montana and Idaho and 

receive patients from across the country as they seek out routine care as well as innovative 

treatments such as stem cell transplant,  immunotherapy, and gene therapy. Exchange of red 

blood cell alloantibody information between hospitals is an important advancement and 

innovation in transfusion medicine safety.  

Access to antibody data from hospitals outside of our own system will (1) improve transfusion 

safety through shared knowledge of evanescent antibodies which are otherwise undetectable 

and may cause delayed hemolytic transfusion reactions, (2) improve blood bank efficiency from 

time saved in acquiring patient alloantibody histories, (3) allow more thorough patient histories 

made possible by a US-wide search, and (4) allow for more secure transmission of patient 

histories compared with phone communication. In the Netherlands, the national adoption of an 

alloantibody registry (TRIX) in 2011 coincided with a 50% reduction in delayed hemolytic 

transfusion reactions. 

We use your blood bank information system at our hospital. As your client, we are writing this 

letter to express our interest in having Haemonetics participate in the proposed US-wide red 

blood cell antibody exchange as a patient safety initiative. We urge you to consider updating 

your software such that participation in such an antibody exchange is possible.  We will consider 

participation in an antibody registry in our future choice of blood bank information system. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Nabiha Huq Saifee, MD, PhD 

Medical Director of Transfusion Service, Seattle Children’s Hospital  

Clinical Assistant Professor, Dept of Lab Medicine and Pathology, University of Washington 


